Standard Detection Protocol: PCR and RFLP Analyses Based on 16S rRNA Gene.
Phytoplasma detection and identification is primarily based on PCR followed by restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis. This method detects and differentiates phytoplasmas including those not yet identified. The protocol describes the application of this method for identification of phytoplasmas at 16S rRNA (16Sr) group and 16Sr subgroup levels on amplicons and also in silico on the same sequences.